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vein to the paper his impressions of the meeting, for which we may
well find a little space:
I read all the great speeches at the great meeting to pass com-
plimentary resolutions to Finsbury and Dadabhai with delighted
wonder. Most of them were coherent; even W------only allowed
himself to drop into poetry once, with a quotation as exasperat-
iagly recondite and inapposite as most of the flowers he culls
upon Parnassus are. Mehta .was confident that he was not exag-
gerating when he affirmed that the election of Dadabhai had sent
a thrill of satisfaction through the heart of every man, woman
and child in India. I was confident that he was, so I sent for my
syce and asked him whether his bosom had thrilled on that event-
ful 7th July. He said that it had not appreciably. I wandered into
the chavda of a village, where the village elders meet to discuss
politics and Kasumba, and I asked the grave and reverend signers
what they thought of Dadabhai. 'Alas! they knew not of his
story.' I make Mr. Mehta a present of these results of independent
research, in the faint hope that in future he will modify the
exuberance of his generalizations.
Whether every man, woman and child was affected or not by the
oews of Dadabhai's election to the House of Commons, the depth
and universality of the popular feeling could not be questioned. It
found its culmination some time later in December 1893, when the
Grand Old Man came for a brief spell to his native land to preside
over the Lahore Congress. The remarkable demonstrations which
took place on that occasion have had no parallel in our day. As
Pherozeshah, in a speech delivered at a mass meeting of welcome of
the citizens of Bombay and the mofussil, observed with reference to
Badabhaf s landing on these shores, and his subsequent triumphal
l^ogress, "it was not the numbers of the people who turned out to
greet him; it was not the rows of vehicles which followed the car-
riage 10 which Mr. Dadabhai rode; it was not the assembly of the
rich and the wealthy, the educated and the enlightened, which gave
to the demonstration its rich human interest. That interest lay in the
fact that the artisans, the labourers and the workmen, they, their